
 

NEXSTAR PROMOTES TWO NEWS AND SALES LEADERS TO VICE PRESIDENT  
AND GENERAL MANAGER OF BROADCAST AND DIGITAL OPERATIONS IN  

PEORIA, IL, AND COLUMBUS, GA  

 

Nexstar’s Deep Bench of Management Talent Enables Promotion from Within 
 

IRVING, TX (JAN. 25, 2022) – Nexstar Media Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of Nexstar Media Group, Inc. 
(NASDAQ: NXST), today announced the promotion of two experienced broadcast leaders and current 
Nexstar executives to Vice President and General Manager, overseeing the company’s broadcast and 
digital operations in Peoria, IL, and Columbus, GA.  
 
Shaun Newell will lead WMBD-TV (CBS) in Peoria, IL (DMA #121), and will also oversee the Company’s 
operational agreements with Cunningham Broadcasting Corporation, providing services to WYZZ-TV (Fox) 
in Peoria.  Mr. Newell will report to Traci Wilkinson, Senior Vice President and Regional Manager for 
Nexstar Media’s broadcasting division.  Joe McGuire will assume the leadership role at WRBL-TV (CBS) in 
Columbus, GA (DMA #131) and report to Julie Pruett, Senior Vice President and Regional Manager for 
Nexstar Media’s broadcasting division.  Both promotions are effective immediately.  Collectively, Mr. 
Newell and Mr. McGuire have more than 30 years of broadcast leadership experience, and each is 
extremely familiar with Nexstar’s media operations and the respective market they will lead. 
 
Mr. Newell has spent the bulk of his professional broadcast career in Peoria and Central Illinois, and has 
served as news director for WMBD-TV/WYZZ-TV since 2017, responsible for the long-range strategy and 
day-to-day  operations of the news department.  At WMBD, Mr. Newell has overseen a staff of  35 
journalists delivering a total of eight hours of local news every weekday.  During his tenure, he and his 
team launched a new weekday newscast at 4 p.m. and created the station’s first-ever digital news content 
department.  The efforts of the news team have been recognized with several awards for excellence, 
including the 2020/2021 Illinois News Broadcasters Association awards for Best Digital Presence and Best 
Weather Team.  In 2020, the WMBD-TV news team was honored with an Edward R. Murrow Award for 
Diversity for its television special, “Together We Rise.” 
 
Mr. Newell has been active in Peoria community organizations and deeply involved in the North Branch 
of the Peoria Rotary Club.  He also serves on the board of several non-profit organizations, including The 
Center for the Prevention of Abuse and Dirksen Congressional Center.  Mr. Newell earned his Master’s 
degree in Business Administration from Bradley University in Peoria, and his undergraduate degree in 
Broadcasting from Western Illinois University in Macomb, IL.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mr. McGuire has had a lengthy career in broadcast sales; since mid-2018, he has been the Director of 
Sales at WSAV-TV, the Nexstar television station serving Savannah, GA (DMA #90), where he oversaw all 
of the station’s sales operations.  Mr. McGuire has consistently demonstrated the ability to grow revenue 
and profitability by identifying new streams of revenue, cultivating new business, and developing a variety 
of innovative cross-platform solutions for advertisers and marketers.  At WSAV-TV, Mr. McGuire and his 
team grew broadcast and digital advertising substantially, driving increases in revenue from professional, 
college, and high school sports programming and partnerships with the NFL’s Jacksonville Jaguars and 
Clemson University’s athletic department.  The station also launched several new ad sponsorships with 
area businesses including Mercedes-Benz of Hilton Head and St. Joseph’s Chandler Hospital.  Prior to 
joining WSAV-TV, Mr. McGuire served as National Sales Manager and Local Sales Manager at WKRN-TV 
(ABC), the Nexstar television station serving Nashville, TN (DMA #30).        
 
Mr. McGuire is a graduate of Middle Tennessee State University, where he earned his Bachelor’s degree 
in Media Management. He is a member of the Georgia Association of Broadcasters and is a supporter of 
the United Way of the Coastal Empire and the Ronald McDonald House Charities of the Coastal Empire.  
He is also active in a variety of church activities.  
 
“Shaun and Joe represent the best of Nexstar and are outstanding leaders within the company’s 
management ranks,” said Andrew Alford, President of Nexstar Media’s broadcasting division.    “They have 
developed innovative and exclusive local content for viewers and digital users, and shown the ability to 
forge important community relationships.  As the nation’s largest local broadcaster, we are fortunate to 
have a deep bench of talented, experienced executives, and it is gratifying to watch their continued 
advancement throughout the company.  Identifying leaders and promoting from within is critical to our 
ongoing success.  Shaun and Joe are proven leaders, and we look forward to celebrating the results of 
their continued accomplishments as they undertake their new roles within Nexstar.”               
 

### 
 
About Nexstar Media Group, Inc. 
Nexstar Media Group, Inc. (NASDAQ: NXST) is a leading diversified media company that leverages localism 
to bring new services and value to consumers and advertisers through its traditional media, digital and 
mobile media platforms. Its wholly owned operating subsidiary, Nexstar Media Inc., consists of three 
divisions: Broadcasting, Digital, and Networks.  The Broadcasting Division operates, programs, or provides 
sales and other services to 199 television stations and related digital multicast signals reaching 116 
markets or approximately 39% of all U.S. television households (reflecting the FCC’s UHF discount). The 
division’s portfolio includes primary affiliates of NBC, CBS, ABC, FOX, MyNetworkTV and The CW. The 
Digital Division operates 120 local websites and 284 mobile apps offering hyper-local content and verticals 
for consumers and advertisers, allowing audiences to choose where, when and how they access content 
and creating new revenue opportunities for the company. The Networks Division operates NewsNation, 
formerly WGN America, a national news and entertainment cable network reaching 75 million television 
homes, multicast networks Antenna TV and Rewind TV, and WGN Radio in Chicago. Nexstar also owns a 
31.3% ownership stake in TV Food Network, a top tier cable asset.  For more information, please visit 
www.nexstar.tv. 
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