
 
 

WPRI-TV AND CW PROVIDENCE TO AIR RHODE ISLAND CONGRESSIONAL 
DEBATE 

 
Providence, RI (Oct. 18, 2022) – WPRI-TV and The CW Providence today announced that they will 
televise a debate tonight between the candidates in the race to represent Rhode Island’s Second 
Congressional District, Democrat Seth Magaziner, and Republican Allan Fung. The debate will air on both 
WPRI 12, owned by Nexstar Media Inc., and The CW Providence, a Mission Broadcasting digital channel 
beginning at 7 p.m. ET.  The debate will also be available via live stream on wpri.com and the 12news 
mobile app.   
 
The debate is being simulcast as a public service, to enable Verizon FiOS subscribers to view the event.  
Verizon FiOS subscribers have been unable to view any of the programming provided by WPRI-TV since 
midnight Friday, October 15, due to Verizon FiOS’s decision to force several Nexstar television stations 
across the country off of its platform when its contract with Nexstar expired. 
 
“We’re extremely fortunate to have Mission Broadcasting as a partner here in Providence,” said Patrick 
Wholey, Vice President and General Manager of WPRI-TV.  “This is an important debate and we want 
every viewer who wants to watch it to be able to do so, regardless of platform.  These are the kind of 
events that Verizon FiOS is denying to its subscribers, and we want to help these viewers get the 
information they need to make informed decisions about who to vote for in November.”  
 
The debate will be moderated by Target 12 Chief Investigative Reporter Tim White and 12 News Politics 
Editor Ted Nesi, who will question the candidates about a variety of issues, including inflation, abortion, 
and the balance of power on Capitol Hill. 
 
About WPRI-TV 
12 News is Your Local Election Headquarters for comprehensive campaign coverage on air and online, 
with daily news coverage, exclusive polls, extended interviews, Nesi’s Notes, Pulse of Providence and 
more. 
 

### 
 
About Nexstar Media Group, Inc. 
Nexstar Media Group, Inc. (NASDAQ: NXST) is a leading diversified media company that produces and 
distributes engaging local and national news, sports and entertainment content across television, 
streaming and digital platforms, including nearly 300,000 hours of original video content each year. 
Nexstar owns America’s largest local broadcasting group comprised of top network affiliates, with 200 
owned or partner stations in 116 U.S. markets reaching 212 million people. Nexstar’s national television 
properties include The CW, America’s fifth major broadcast network, NewsNation, America’s fastest-
growing national news and entertainment cable network reaching 70 million television homes, popular 
entertainment multicast networks Antenna TV and Rewind TV, and a 31.3% ownership stake in TV Food 
Network. The Company’s portfolio of digital assets, including The Hill and BestReviews, are collectively a 
Top 10 U.S. digital news and information property. In addition to delivering exceptional content and 
service to our communities, Nexstar provides premium multiplatform and video-on-demand advertising 



 
 
opportunities at scale for businesses and brands seeking to leverage the strong consumer engagement 
of our compelling content offering. For more information, please visit Nexstar.tv. 
 
CONTACT:  
Gary Weitman  
EVP and Chief Communications Officer 
Nexstar Media Group, Inc. 
(972) 373-8800 or gweitman@nexstar.tv 
 
Joe Jaffoni or Jennifer Neuman 
JCIR 
212/835-8500 or nxst@jcir.com 
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